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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



In response to the Office Action dated Septeinber 10, 2003, Applicants provisionally elect 
the claims of Group I, namely Claims 1 -5 and 9-14, drawn to nucleic acid molecules and nucleic 
acid constructs. 

However, Applicants rpquest reconsideration by tlie Examiner and withdrawal of the 
restriction re<luirement for the reasons set forth more fully below, wMch demonstrate that the 
nucleic acid molecules and protein as claimed relate to a single general inventive concept. 

The Examiner contends tlaat restriction is proper because, under PCT Rule 13.2, tlie separate 
groups of claims lack the same special technical features, However* the subject matter of Claims I- 
20 relates to a single general inventive concept, the technical relationship being the ATIP protein. 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the fact that the International Preliminary 
Examination Report ('TPER") that was issued in the PCT application from which this national 
phase application derives found Claims 1-20 to have novelty and inventive step with respect to The 
prior art documents cited in the Search Report. Moreover, none of the cited documents either 
mentiong or suggests the existence of a ligand such as ATEP, Based upon the IPER, die instant 
sequences are clearly novel over the prior art. 

The Examiner has cited a document identified as AF121259 bearing a date of 18 January 
1999, and the Examiner contends that tliis document shows that an isolated protein which is capable 
of interacting with tt^e AT2 receptor, and which is selected from SEQ ID NO: 4 (present Claim 6) is 
known in the arc. 

However, the date of this document is after Applicants' priority date of 4 August 1 998. The 
PCT application from which tlae present national phase application derives claims priority from 
French Application No. 98/09997, filed 4 August 1998. 
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Therefore, the cited doomnent cannot be used by the Examiner to show the lack of a 
common novel inventive step and lack of unity of invention. 

For these reaso3i$, the subject matter of Clahns 1-20 involves a single inventive concept. 
Therefore, Applicants request reconsideration by the Examiner, withdrawal of the requii'ement for 
restriction, and mi examination on th.e merits of Claims 1-20 as now presented. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of clainjs are required, 
beyond tiiose, wliich may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However;^ in the event that additional extensions of tiin.e are necessary to allow consideration of this 
paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § L 136(a), and toy fee required 
therefore (includinfi fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 
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